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Art Unit: 3694 

Detailed Action 

This action is in response to the application filed on 8/22/07. 

Preliminary Amendment 

The preliminary amendment filed on 1/22/08 was not entered because entry of 
the amendment would unduly interfere with the preparation of the Office action. See 37 
CFR 1.11 5(b)(2). The examiner spent a significant amount of time on the preparation of 
an Office action before the preliminary amendment was received. On the date of 
receipt of the amendment, the examiner had completed the entire office action only 
administrative actions such as processing and mailing the documents had not been 
preformed. 

Furthermore, entry of the preliminary amendment would require significant 
additional time on the preparation of the Office action. Specifically, entry of the 
preliminary amendment would require the examiner to complete an entirely new action 
that had already been completed. 

A responsive reply (under 37 CFR 1.111 or 37 CFR 1 .1 1 3 as appropriate) to this 
Office action must be timely filed to avoid abandonment. 

If this is not a final Office action, applicant may wish to resubmit the amendment 
along with a responsive reply under 37 CFR 1.111 to ensure proper entry of the 
amendment. 

Below is a copy of the Non-Final Office Action of 2/22/2008. 

Claim Objections 
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Claims 86 -90 & 101-105 & 116-121 are objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

1) The claims 86 -90 & 101-105 & 116-120 contain "said biller&said customer" 
however the independent claims do not contain a biller or customer. The examiner 

believes these were used for: 
Biller = payee 
Customer = payor 

Please make the appropriate changes for consistence. 

2) Claim 101 Should depend on claim 107 not 10. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 77-121 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Sandru (U.S. Patent 6,233,340) in view of Kitchen (U.S. Patent 6,289,322) in further 
view of Mold (U.S. Patent 5,978,772) 

Re claim 77, 92 & 107: Sandru discloses: 

A bill payment system, method & network, comprising: 

comprising a unique bar code (see Sandru, Figure 1C, item 110 also see 
Kitchen, Figure 13, "confirm #", item 1330) 

bar code comprising data identifier for customer and biller (see Sandru, column 
3, line 12-13 "preselected information pertaining to the check" it is inherent that this 
includes customer and biller as these are two items pertaining to the check.) 

without additional information embodies an algorithmic signature identifying bar 
code being proprietary to bill payment system (see Sandru, column 3, line 15-20 
"encrypted information" and line 20-35 "secret key"is identical to "proprietary") 

A Scanning Apparatus in communication with bill payment system (see Sandru, 
Figure 1A, item 16&18) 

Configured to permit cashier to scan bar code 

Capable (based on ID data and payment data ) initiating transmission of transfer 
of fund to an account corresponding to bill in predetermined amount and simultaneously 
initiating transfer of payment data to a computer of the biller (see Sandru, Column 1, 
line 17-20) 
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Although Sandru does not have generating an invoice, Kitchen claims generating 
an invoice for a customer (see Kitchen, Figure 13, for example "Lakewood Racquets 
Club" is a invoice for the customer- also see abstract for invoice-generating device), 
(see Kitchen, column 8, line 68-69) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting generating an invoice of Kitchen. 

It is clear that one would be motivated to extend the process of money transfer to 
begin with the invoice and system 

Although the combined teaching of Sandru & Kitchen does not Disclose 

permitting a cashier to scan a bar code, Mold claims A Scanning Apparatus configured 

to permit cashier to scan bar code (see abstract) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify the combined teaching of Sandru and Kitchen by 
adapting cashier of Mold. 

It is clear that one would be motivated to extend the process to retail stores with 
cashiers. 

Re claim 78, 93 & 108: Sandru discloses: 
Funds are transmitted (discussed above) 

Although Sandru does not have electronic funds transfer, Kitchen claims 
"electronic funds transfer" (see Kffchen, column 8, line 54-69) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting electronic funds transferor 
Kitchen. 

It is clear that one would be motivated to provide alternative transfer options to 
customer. 

Re claim 79, 94 & 109: Sandru discloses: 

Funds are transmffted via the Automated Clearing House (Sandru, column 5, line 
42-44) 

Re claim 80, 95 & 110: Sandru discloses: 

Bar code comprises a plurality of validation levels (see Sandru, Column 3, line 

1 5-20- The examiner is interpreting "levels" as access by different groups and as such 

Sandra shows a plurafity of validation levels with two levels "financial intermediary" or 

"payor".) 

Re claim 81 , 96 & 1 1 1 : Sandru discloses: 

Payment data comprises a date andtime customer makes payment or place 
payment is made (see Sandru, Figure 5 or 6, payment data included on this check 
clearly states the place payment is made - in this example it was "St. City, MO". 
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Appficant indicated "or" therefore "date and time" are not necessary.) 
Re claim 82, 97 & 1 12: Sandru discloses: 

scanning system (see Sandru, Figure 1A, "validation system", item 16, ). 

Sandru does not have point-of-sale system, Mold claims integrated into a point- 
of-sale system (see Mold, Figure 1, item 16 & abstract line 1) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting point-of-sale system of Mold. 

It is clear that one would be motivated because to connect to existing systems 
Re claim 83, 98 & 113: Sandru discloses: 

Scanning system (see Sandru, Figure 1A, "validation system", item 16, ). 

Sandru does not have stores, Mold claims retail store (see Mold, abstract, line 1 
a "merchant" is a "retail store") 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting retail stores of Mold. 

It is clear that one would be motivated because to connect to existing systems 
Re claim 84, 99 & 114: Sandru discloses: 

Bar code is in a location consisting of. " front of invoice, reverse of invoice, 
detachably printed on invoice, separate piece of paper (see Sandru, column 5, line 23 

"negotiable documenf'is identical to piece of paper) 

Re claim 85, 100 & 115: Sandru discloses: 

Dafa identifying biller (discussed in claims 77, 92 & 107 above). 

Sandru does not specifically teach that the data identifying information is 
assigned by a central registry authority, Kitchen claims central registry authority which is 
connected to the biller and therefore indicates assigning data identification (see Kitchen, 
Figure 1, item 100) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting central registry authority of 
Ktchen. 

It is clear that one would be motivated to simply the process of fund transactions. 
Re claim 86, 101 & 116: Sandru discloses: 

Biller transfers bar code to customer by method consisting of. 

Fax to or from computer, fax machine, email, FTP, HTML, XML, HTTP, modem, 
Internet, WAN, LAN, diskette and removable storage medium, (see Sandru, column 5, 
line 30-33, while the prior art does not explicitly state any of these transfer types it is 

inherent that these would be employed in the statement "as well as any other software 
the payor may require to interface or integrate" in addition, see Kitchen, Figure 3 & 
column 3, line 8 "internet") 
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Re claim 87, 102 & 117: Sandru discloses: 

Access payment information by the payee and~or payor (see Sandru, Figure 1A, 
Item 16&18) 

Although Sandru does not have internet access, Kitchen claims Internet access 

to biller and/or customer to retrieve payment data info (see Kitchen, abstract, Figure 3 & 

column 3, line 8, "internet"). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 

the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting internet access of Kitchen. 
It is clear that one would be motivated for ease of use through the internet 
Re claim 88, 103 & 118: Sandru discloses: 

System is adapted to transmit notification to payee of payment (see Sandru, 
Figure 1A, Item 14) 

Although Sandru does not have email for transmitting notifications, Kitchen 

claims email or electronic procedure (see Kitchen, Figure 2, Item 100a-d, it is inherent 

that because this is a network it would be a electronic procedure for the transmitting 

notification) 

, Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the. time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting email of Kitchen. 

It is clear that one would be motivated for ease of use through the email 

Re claim 89, 104 & 119: Sandru discloses: 

Payment is made by cash, check, debit car or credit card, predetermined amount 

of funds transmitted to biller is not dependent on payment method (see Sandru, column 

5, line 23. "check") 

Re claim 90, 105 & 120: Sandru discloses: 

System transmits data to payee (see Sandru, Figure 1A, Item 14) 

Although Sandru does not have transmitting via accounting software, Kitchen 
claims transmitting data to biller via accounting software (see Kitchen (column 9, line 
20-25, and column 6, line 53-55) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting accounting software of Kitchen. 

It is clear that one would be motivated to connect to existing systems and 
processes. 

Re claim 91, 106 & 121: Sandru discloses: 

Scanning apparatus is configured to print a receipt evidencing payment(see 
Mold, Figure 1, item 52 & abstract last line) 

Sandru has a scanning system (see Sandru, Figure 1A, "validation system", item 

16, ) although Sandru does not have printed receipts, Mold claims Scanning apparatus 
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is configured to print a receipt evidencing. payment (see Mold, Figure 1, item 52 & 
abstract last line) 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to modify Sandru by adapting printed receipts of Mold. 

It is clear that one would be motivated because to provide verification 
Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kirsten S. Apple whose telephone number is 
571 .272.5588. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 9:00-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on 571-272-6712. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-272-6126. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

ksa 

/Kirsten S Apple/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3694 



